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From the President, Vern Cunningham
SPRING (NOW - MAYBE)
The upcoming Annual General Meeting in June will have a few new
wrinkles. A Motion was passed by the Executive Committee that there will
be secret balloting.
There will be biographies of all the candidates seeking a position on the
executive of the Probus Club of Aurora so that you will have important
information on which to cast your vote.
There has been much discussion about how balloting has been done in the
past and how it is done at other clubs.
Most have a show of hands. While this method is quick and easy, it does
not reflect on our rights to choose representatives in a confidential
manner.
How can you vote against anyone who is sitting across from you during a
show of hands?
Once you have had an opportunity to review the qualifications of all
candidates, please vote with the interest of the club in mind.
You will note that in all cases we have only one candidate applying for an
executive position.
If you don’t feel that this candidate is suitable, please vote accordingly.
It is better to have an empty position on the board than the wrong person
on the Executive.
We are also planning on presenting the Club’s By laws and Constitution for
your consideration and approval.
There are a number of changes which I believe are for the betterment of
the Club.
We are also hoping to have completed the Duties and Responsibilities for
each Executive member for the June meeting as well.
These items, as boring as they may be, are essential for a strong foundation
for the future of our club.

In this month’s Newsletter:
Page 1: President’s Message “The Annual general meeting”
Page 2: Voting of Exec. Officers. Social Committee Events
Page 3: April presenters report . An English lesson
Page 4: More upcoming Events.
Page 5: Walk for wishes. A history lesson.
Page 6: Blue Sky

A Message from our Secretary/Past
President regarding:
BYLAW NO. 4 – ELECTION OF OFFICERS
A Nominating Committee will consist of the
President or a Past-President as chair and 2
members of the Executive Committee.
If a member of the Executive is not available,
then the current President shall appoint a
member in good standing to become part of
the nominating committee. The Nominating
Committee shall present a slate of candidates
to the Executive Committee for approval prior
to submitting the slate to the Club membership
for election at the Annual General Meeting held
in June.
NOMINATION FOR THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
If you wish to nominate a member of the
Probus Club of Aurora for a position on the
Executive Committee for the fiscal year,
Sept. 1, 2019 to August 31, 2020, the written
nomination, with the consent of the member
that you are nominating, and the position
that you are nominating them for, must be in
my hands, as chair of the Nomination Committee by May 12, 2019. Joan Brownlow.

If you wish to have a motion for the JUNE

12, 2019 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING,
In accordance with the Constitution of the
Probus Club of Aurora, the Motion, in writing,
with your name as the Mover of the Motion,
and with a Seconder, must be in the hands of
the Secretary, Joan Brownlow, by May 12,
2019 which is one month ahead of the AGM
You can email me at: jdbrownlow@bell.net

============================
Your Social Committee
is once again, offering something
different for you to experience.
Thursday, May 23rd, for those of you
who are interested, we invite you to
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meet at the Aga Khan Museum
77 Wynford Drive North York at 10am
for a tour of the Museum’s collections
of Iranian and Islamic art and the
Muslim culture.
It provides visitors with a window into
artistic, intellectual and scientific
contributions of the Muslim civilizations.

This will be a self drive outing,
Parking, whether above or underground
is a flat rate of $10.00.
The underground parking may be more
convenient for those using a walker or
wheelchair, as elevators will bring you to
the main entrance.
Admission to the Museum is $15.00.
For those wishing to stay for lunch.
The Diwan Restaurant is open from
11.30am to 2.30pm
Check out their website
at www.agakhanmuseum.org
for further details.
***************************************
Wednesday June 26th
A trip to the Gallucci Winery
for Lunch & Wine Tasting
Save the date more information to follow.
Sign up sheets will be available at the
meeting on May 8th for both Aga Khan
and the Winery Lunch.
******************************************
Mark your calendar

Wednesday August 14th.

Annual Probus BBQ
===============================

The Celebration of Life for

Marie K. Aiken-Barnes

At the Aurora Legion, Saturday, April 27
was a resounding success.
Members of the family and friends from far
and wide joined together to remember Marie
and her many talents told to us by several
adoring relatives of Marie.
We were surrounded by many of the
beautiful things that had been hand made by
Marie most of them after she had become
almost blind.
The celebration was completed with a
fantastic lunch array of sandwiches and all
the fixings.
Gordon announced that he did not expect to
take any of the articles on display made by
Marie home with him.
So many very happy people went home with
fabulous memories all made by Marie's fair
hand.

Warren Atkinson

We send condolences to Joan Atkinson and
family on the passing of Warren Atkinson

on April 7, 2019.
A donation has been made in memory of
Warren to the Margaret Bahen Hospice in
Newmarket from the Probus Club of Aurora.
In remembrance of Warren, the family will
receive friends on Thursday, May 30, 2019
at The RedCrest Golf Club, 17700 Keele
St., between the hours of 3:00 pm. and
8:00 pm.
*****************************
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OUR APRIL PROBUS SPEAKER.
MAYOR TOM MRAKAS
Our newly elected Mayor of Aurora gave us a
very detailed and interesting overview of the
town’s present and planned developments.
Tom, though an exceedingly busy Mayor
(he chairs or is a member of no less than seven
council committees,) he seemed to have an
excellent grasp of town affairs.
A major topic was the planning that is going
into the town square proposal in the area of the
library and the expansion of the Cultural
Centre. In addition two new hotels off Leslie
Street, south of Wellington are hopefully to be
completed by this autumn.
The Town will be asking for as much as 14
million dollars from Federal sources, to
complete these proposals.
Tom said there would be no burden on the
taxpayers of Aurora. That is good news!
Another plank in the Town planning process is
to try to move Yonge street traffic to Industrial
Parkway, that will be a difficult process,
requiring considerable assistance from the
Region.
The Mayor emphasized that parking was a real
issue for Yonge Street (as it is in most areas of
the town).
He suggested that a partial cure could be much
harder enforcement on illegal parking,
though it appears very difficult to get everyone
onboard.
Long term plans include a subway at the
junction of Wellington and the railroad tracks
but this will take much negotiating with
several levels of government.
Tom spoke at length to the very long standing
issue of the “dormant” state of the old Howard
Johnson Hotel on Yonge Street.
Apparently, the owner has passed away and
though some have suggested expropriation and
providing a senior’s residence, Tom said there
were very strong restrictions applying to
senior housing . He did say that the issue dated
back to 1989 but he promised something finally would occur by this autumn; perhaps
expropriation.

There are other problems associated with providing adequate parking in the vicinity of the new
town square.
Apparently Centre Street is plagued by a very
high water table (as is much of Aurora) and that
floating slabs will be needed if additional parking
is to be established.
Even a few additional parking spots will take
considerable effort.
I for one, had no idea that parking in the Town of
Aurora was our greatest hurdle to our future development .
Thank you Mr. Mayor for providing us with such
a clear picture of the present and what will hopefully be in store for the Town’s future.
Reported by Blair Dawson
__________________________________
This is a clever piece put together
by an English teacher, who else?
*Homographs are words of like spelling but with more
than one meaning. A homograph that is also
pronounced differently is a heteronym.*
*You think English is easy??* THIS IS GREAT !*
1) The bandage was *wound* around the *wound*.
2) The farm was used to *produce produce*.
3) The dump was so full that it had to *refuse* more
*refuse*.
4) We must *polish* the *Polish* furniture.
5) He could *lead* if he would get the *lead* out.
6) The soldier decided to *desert* his dessert in the
*desert*.
7) Since there is no time like the *present*, he thought
it was time to *present* the *present*.
8) A *bass* was painted on the head of the *bass*
drum.
9) When shot at, the *dove dove *into the bushes.
10) I did not *object* to the *object*.
11) The insurance was *invalid* for the *invalid*.
12) There was a *row* among the oarsmen about how
to *row*.
13) They were too *close* to the door to *close* it.
14) The buck *does* funny things when the *does* are
present.
15) A seamstress and a *sewer* fell down into a
*sewer* line.
16) To help with planting, the farmer taught his *sow*
to *sow*.
17) The *wind* was too strong to *wind* the sail.
18) Upon seeing the *tear* in the painting I shed a
*tear*.
19) I had to *subject* the *subject* to a series of tests.
20) How can I *intimate* this to my most *intimate*
friend?
Let's face it - English is a crazy and difficult language
to master. .

The Presenter for May 8th meeting is Author and historian.
ELLIN BESSNER
Her book “Double Threat “is an important book. More than
17,000 Jewish Canadians fought in World War II.
Many never came home and instead lie in the ground
of Canadian war cemeteries across Europe with the
Star of David carved into the stone above them.
They fought the Nazis with a passion that allowed them to move
past the antisemitism they had faced, first at home, and then, too often, right beside them on
the battlefield. Bessner’s writing brings this part of our history out of the shadows. All of us owe
it to those remarkable men and women to read their stories.”Peter Mansbridge O.C.
**************************************************************************************************
June 12th General meeting presenter is Billy Bishop’s
Granddaughter Diana Bishop
Diana has written, narrated and co-produced a one hour documentary
for Global Television and TVO entitled "A Hero To Me"(2002),
and a memoir called "Living Up To A Legend: My Adventures With
Billy Bishop's Ghost" (Dundurn Press 2017),
exploring the legacy of her famous grandfather and Canadian icon,
World War One flying ace Billy Bishop.
She will be bringing copies of her book which she will sell to our members at a discount of $20 cash only.

Dining out for Wednesday 15th May is at “The Ground Burger Bar” in Newmarket
352 Doug Duncan Dr, Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 0C1, Canada
905-235-6328
#5 of 213 Restaurants in Newmarket

Menu

While we are certainly all about our burgers,
our snacks, salads, and desserts were not an afterthought.
Get after it with deep fried pickles, sweet potato fries, lobster mac & cheese and so much more.
At Ground Burger Bar, we're focused on keeping it in the neighbourhood. We source locally whenever possible, featuring Penokean Hills Farm beef. Our draft beers not only highlight some of the best local microbreweries, but some of the best in the world. Located in the heart of Newmarket, just off Main Street,
we're never far from where you are. Join us for a burger and beer today

If you sign up for "Dining Out," but for any reason cannot attend,
or if you did not sign up for dining out at the last meeting and wish to attend,
please call Nerrill at 905-898-7921 before 2pm on the day of the dining out,
so she can amend the seating for the evening. Thank you.
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"Walk for Wishes" event at the Aurora Leisure Complex, Thursday June 20th. Please join Chartwell Retirement Residences on Thursday June 20th for our first Annual Walk for Wishes, benefitting Wish of a
Lifetime Canada.
This 1km walk being held in partnership with the Town of Aurora will take place on the walking track at
the Leisure Complex - 135 Industrial Parkway North.
Registration Forms can be picked up from any Chartwell location in Aurora, Newmarket or Oak Ridges
throughout the month of May.
Registration deadline is June 1st.
To participate a donation of $10 to Wish of a Lifetime is required.
At Chartwell, the underlying purpose guiding everything we do is to Make People’s Lives BETTER.
When we first learned of Wish of a Lifetime, we knew the charitable organization shared our values
and genuine passion for seniors, their mission—to shift the way society views and values our oldest
generations by fulfilling seniors’ dreams and sharing their stories to inspire those of all ages— aligning
beautifully with our own.

--

For more information please contact: Patty Butler or Janet White
We look forward to walking with you to make the dreams of seniors come true!

Patty Butler | Retirement Living Consultant
CHARTWELL HOLLANDVIEW TRAIL retirement residence 200 John West Way, Aurora ON, L4G
0E4 t. 905-841-1001 | f. 905.841.1091 | pbutler@chartwell.com
making people’s lives BETTER | CHARTWELL.COM
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HERE IS A BIT OF HISTORY... Hours after Pearl Harbor was bombed on December 7, 1941,
the Secret Service found themselves in a bind.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt was to give his Day of Infamy speech to Congress on Monday, and
although the trip from the White House to Capitol Hill was short, agents weren't sure how to
transport him safely. At the time, Federal Law prohibited buying
any cars that cost more than $750, so they would have to get
clearance from Congress to do that, and nobody had time for that.
One of the Secret Service members, however, discovered that the
US Treasury had seized the bulletproof car that mobster Al Capone owned when he was sent to jail in 1931.They cleaned it,
made sure it was running perfectly and had it ready for the President the next day. Al Capone's 1928 Cadillac V-8 "Al Capone"
Town Sedan became the President's Limo in December 1941. Mechanics are said to have cleaned
and checked each feature of the Caddy well into the night of December 7th, to make sure that it
would run properly the next day for the Commander in Chief. And run properly it did. It had been
painted black and green to look identical to Chicago's police
cars at the time. To top it off, the gangster's 1928 Cadillac
Town Sedan had 3,000 pounds of armor and inch-thick bulletproof windows.
It also had a specially installed siren and flashing lights hidden
behind the grille, along with a police scanner radio.
Footnote: The car sold at auction in 2012 for $341,000.00.
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